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of public debate, and of any bill text at 
all, my colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle will go to any length to sup-
press the undeniable successes associ-
ated with the Affordable Care Act. 

Unfortunately, that now includes 
blocking a noncontroversial resolution 
to promote and bring awareness to Na-
tional Minority Health Month simply 
because the text contains facts about 
the Affordable Care Act. They have de-
cided that concealing the reality of 
what the Affordable Care Act has 
brought to minority communities is 
more important than promoting minor-
ity health. 

I am proud to help lead this resolu-
tion with Senator CARDIN and my col-
leagues here this afternoon because 
raising awareness and finding ways to 
promote minority health is critically 
important to the future of our Nation 
and should be a shared priority 
amongst my colleagues. As of last 
year, over half of nonelderly Americans 
who lacked insurance were people of 
color and minorities face increased 
barriers when trying to access the care 
that is available to them. 

In the past, our Republican col-
leagues worked with us on this resolu-
tion, which is why it has seen bipar-
tisan and unanimous support. Now, 
however, like the secret healthcare bill 
they are drafting behind closed doors, 
they have turned an important and 
commonsense resolution into a polit-
ical football, refusing to pass it unless 
it is stripped of any and all facts that 
don’t fit their false narrative on the 
Affordable Care Act. The fact of the 
matter is that the Affordable Care Act 
has worked for minority communities. 
The Affordable Care Act has reduced 
the uninsured rate for minority com-
munities by at least 35 percent. 

It has led to a 7 percent drop in the 
uninsured rate amongst African Ameri-
cans and has cut the uninsured rate for 
Latinos, Asian Americans, Native Ha-
waiians, and Pacific Islanders in half. 
It has provided new protections for 
American Indians and Native Alaskans 
while cutting the uninsured rate 
amongst those communities by nearly 
10 percent. The facts show that minori-
ties have seen some of the largest gains 
in health insurance coverage under the 
Affordable Care Act and, despite the 
work we still have before us, have more 
access to affordable coverage than ever 
before. 

Still, many in minority communities 
struggle to obtain coverage and receive 
quality care, despite chronic diseases 
disproportionately impacting many 
minority groups. That is why the Pre-
vention and Public Health Fund, which 
was created to address and prevent 
chronic disease under the ACA, is so 
critical to minority health. That is 
also why these same communities will 
yet again feel the brunt of these cal-
lous and misguided cuts should the pre-
vention fund be eliminated along with 
the ACA. 

African Americans are twice as like-
ly to die from diabetes as White Ameri-

cans. Thankfully, the prevention fund 
has invested $291 million in diabetes 
prevention. Latino women are 44 per-
cent more likely to be diagnosed with 
cervical cancer than White women. 
Therefore, the prevention fund has in-
vested $218 million in breast and cer-
vical cancer prevention. Overall, the 
prevention fund has invested $227 mil-
lion to the Racial and Ethnic Ap-
proaches to Community Health Pro-
gram. 

But eliminating the prevention fund 
wouldn’t just negatively impact minor-
ity communities. In Connecticut, the 
Fund has invested over $27 million in 
our communities since 2010, improving 
the lives and well-being of people there 
every day. 

This strong investment has provided 
more Connecticut women with 
screenings for cancer. It has given our 
State health department the ability to 
better prevent diabetes, heart disease, 
and stroke and fight obesity through 
improved physical activity. It has al-
lowed Connecticut to address school 
health more successfully, enriching our 
children’s lives and inspiring a new 
generation of more healthy and happy 
citizens. It has provided the Con-
necticut Immunization Program with 
nearly half of its funding, with the pro-
gram stating they ‘‘don’t know how we 
could continue to exist without this 
funding.’’ 

Should the Affordable Care Act be re-
pealed and the Prevention Fund elimi-
nated, with TrumpCare cruelly and in-
adequately thrust upon our Nation in 
its place, the consequences would be 
devastating, not only for minority 
communities, but for the country as a 
whole. Bottom line: the Affordable 
Care Act has improved access to qual-
ity and affordable healthcare for all 
Americans and particularly for those 
that need it the most. 

I sincerely hope that my Republican 
colleagues stop denying, ignoring, and 
concealing that the Affordable Care 
Act—and the minority communities 
that benefited from it—has helped our 
Nation’s health. I stand ready to build 
upon the great strides made in improv-
ing minority health since the Afford-
able Care Act, and I hope my col-
leagues are ready to do the same. 
Thank you. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING THE LITTLE ROCK 
AIR FORCE BASE COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 

∑ Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, today 
I wish to recognize and congratulate 
the Little Rock Air Force Base, 
LRAFB, Community Council team on 
their recognition as the 2017 Associa-
tion of Defense Communities Member 
of the Year. This prestigious honor is 
indicative of the community council’s 
exceptional and unwavering commit-
ment for the past 62 years to the De-
partment of Defense, U.S. Air Force, 

U.S. Air Force Reserve, and Arkansas 
National Guard. These organizations, 
along with the LRAFB surrounding 
communities, form the celebrated 
Team Little Rock. 

Since its founding in 1955, Little 
Rock Air Force Base has enjoyed a tre-
mendous amount of support, respect, 
and appreciation from within the local 
community. The LRAFB Community 
Council, comprised of dedicated local 
civic leaders, has passionately cham-
pioned the base’s mission, while fos-
tering partnership efforts between the 
military and civilian communities. 
Furthermore, as the Department of De-
fense and U.S. Air Force have faced an 
unprecedented 8 years of fiscal uncer-
tainty, the community council has re-
mained a steadfast leader and staunch 
advocate for the Team Little Rock 
mission, its airmen, and their families. 

The LRAFB Community Council long 
ago established an enduring relation-
ship with its Arkansas congressional 
delegation to ensure a sustained aware-
ness of base needs, successes, and chal-
lenges. This outstanding example of 
leadership demonstrates the commu-
nity council’s commitment to building 
a dedicated and resilient community 
network around Little Rock’s sole Air 
Force installation. 

The level of collaboration between 
the community council and Team Lit-
tle Rock is simply unprecedented. For 
example, Jacksonville and Little Rock 
have adopted ordinances and regula-
tions preventing civilian encroachment 
that would impede aircraft operations, 
while many military-civilian initia-
tives have been formulated to offer mu-
tual services, thus improving quality of 
life on both sides of the fence. More-
over, the Jacksonville fire department 
and emergency services team regularly 
participate in both exercises and real- 
world scenarios with their military 
counterparts. Finally, Arkansas Gov-
ernor Asa Hutchinson appointed past 
community council president Brad 
Hegeman to chair the Governor’s mili-
tary affairs committee in order to ad-
dress the assets, economic impact, ben-
efits, and needs of military installa-
tions and military-related businesses 
throughout Arkansas. 

Throughout my time in Congress, I 
have consistently witnessed the ex-
traordinary and tireless support re-
ceived by Team Little Rock on behalf 
of the Little Rock Air Force Base Com-
munity Council. The entire community 
council team is very deserving of this 
incredible honor, and I am thrilled to 
officially recognize them as the 2017 
Association of Defense Communities 
Member of the Year. Congratulations, 
Team Little Rock.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO WENDY NOREN 
∑ Mrs. MCCASKILL. Mr. President, fair 
elections and voting rights for all 
Americans are integral to our way of 
life. Today I wish to honor a dedicated 
public servant and great Missourian 
who has spent her entire career ensur-
ing these principals for Boone 
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Countians, Missourians, and people of 
the United States, Ms. Wendy Noren. 
After 39 years in the Boone County 
clerk’s office—35 as the Boone County 
clerk—Ms. Noren is resigning on June 
23, 2017. 

Wendy began her service to Boone 
County as deputy county clerk in 1972. 
She won her first election to county 
clerk in 1982 and won the next eight 
consecutive elections, only once having 
an opponent. 

In addition to registering generations 
of Missourians to vote, Wendy has 
worked tirelessly during the last 35 
years to ensure smooth, fair, and accu-
rate elections and results. She is a 
leading election expert at local, State, 
Federal, and international levels. Some 
of her accomplishments include serving 
as an international elections monitor 
in Albania in 1997 and again in Bosnia 
in 2001; in 2008, she hosted inter-
national election experts studying 
methods for conducting elections. As 
the legislative chair of the Missouri 
County Clerks and Election Authori-
ties, she helped draft several Missouri 
election law reforms, assisted in writ-
ing the Help America Vote Act, and 
was a part of the reformation of na-
tional election policies after the 2000 
election. Ms. Noren has been re-
appointed to the US Election Assist-
ance Commission every 2 years since 
first being appointed in 2004. 

Closer to Missourians’ hearts, Wendy 
is implicitly trusted for her fairness 
and accuracy and her tireless devotion 
to ensuring all Missourians have the 
opportunity to vote. Concerned that 
rural counties couldn’t afford election 
expenses prompted by the Help Amer-
ica Vote Act, she advocated that the 
Federal Government assist local elec-
tion authorities to implement the law. 
She has been an early adapter of tech-
nology to assist voters to register, to 
be informed about elections, and to se-
curely cast their votes. For instance, 
rather than using the existing software 
to join a federally required voter reg-
istration database, she developed her 
own, saving taxpayers approximately 
$125,000. 

I ask today that my fellow Senators 
join me in recognizing Wendy Noren, 
Missouri’s own ‘‘Empress of Elections,’’ 
as a great Missourian, Boone Countian, 
and public servant dedicated to ensur-
ing all Americans—and, indeed, citi-
zens of the world—are able to partici-
pate in fair, free elections.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING MONTPELIER 
SENIOR ACTIVITY CENTER 

∑ Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, this 
month we celebrate the Montpelier 
Senior Activity Center’s 50th anniver-
sary. For half a century, the center has 
provided opportunities for healthy 
aging and lifelong learning that en-
hance the quality of life for seniors. 
The Montpelier Senior Activity Center, 
established in 1967 and nestled in our 

State’s capital, has the mission of en-
hancing the quality of life for the older 
adults in the Montpelier area by devel-
oping physical, mental, cultural, so-
cial, and economic well-being in a wel-
coming and flexible environment. 

A Nation is judged by how it cares 
for its most vulnerable. It is undeni-
able that we are living in a time when 
many Vermonters and Americans are 
having to do more with less and the 
most vulnerable among us are making 
the unacceptable decisions like choos-
ing between paying for healthcare, food 
on the table, or a roof over their head. 
In Vermont, more than 11,000 seniors 
are living in poverty. 

At a time of massive political dis-
content, we need to focus on building 
up, not dismantling, our communities. 
In Montpelier, VT, just that is hap-
pening, as seniors are able to access 
services that help them live out their 
lives in dignity. 

The center serves more than 1,000 
seniors every year, including more 
than one of every five seniors in Mont-
pelier. In 2016, the Montpelier Senior 
Activity Center provided more than 
17,000 nutritious home-delivered and 
community meals for seniors. More 
than 80 percent of senior activity cen-
ter participants report that their par-
ticipation makes them feel healthier. 

The Montpelier Senior Activity Cen-
ter celebrated its 50-year anniversary 
on Saturday, June 10, 2017. To know 
that seniors have been able to access 
supportive care and resources for so 
long and have truly become a well-es-
tablished part of the community is 
commendable. As Montpelier Senior 
Activity Center Day is commemorated, 
please understand that the center’s 
work saves and empowers countless 
lives. I join the Montpelier community 
to celebrate this milestone anniver-
sary.∑ 
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125TH ANNIVERSARY OF SUMMIT, 
SOUTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Summit, SD. The town of 
Summit will be celebrating its 
quasquicentennial on June 23 through 
25, 2017. Summit will host 
quasquicentennial events, which in-
clude school tours, alumni gatherings, 
a craft and flea market, competitions, 
tournaments, and a parade. 

Summit is located in the Coteau des 
Prairies in Roberts County. The Sum-
mit area has long been known as a 
community enriched with various out-
door activities, such as fishing, hunt-
ing, and camping. Since its founding 
125 years ago, the community of Sum-
mit continues to serve as a strong ex-
ample of South Dakota values and tra-
ditions. It is also known as the loca-
tion of the annual Fog Fest. 

I offer my congratulations to the 
citizens of Summit on their 
quasquicentennial celebration and wish 

them continued prosperity in the years 
to come.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Ridgway, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGES 

REPORT ON THE CONTINUATION 
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY 
THAT WAS ORIGINALLY DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER 
13466 OF JUNE 26, 2008, WITH RE-
SPECT TO NORTH KOREA—PM 10 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days of the anniversary date of its dec-
laration, the President publishes in the 
Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with that provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to North 
Korea declared in Executive Order 13466 
of June 26, 2008, expanded in scope in 
Executive Order 13551 of August 30, 
2010, addressed further in Executive 
Order 13570 of April 18, 2011, further ex-
panded in scope in Executive Order 
13687 of January 2, 2015, and under 
which additional steps were taken in 
Executive Order 13722 of March 15, 2016, 
is to continue in effect beyond June 26, 
2017. 

The existence and risk of prolifera-
tion of weapons-usable fissile material 
on the Korean Peninsula; the actions 
and policies of the Government of 
North Korea that destabilize the Ko-
rean Peninsula and imperil United 
States Armed Forces, allies, and trad-
ing partners in the region, including its 
pursuit of nuclear and missile pro-
grams; and other provocative, desta-
bilizing, and repressive actions and 
policies of the Government of North 
Korea, continue to constitute an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the 
national security, foreign policy, and 
economy of the United States. For this 
reason, I have determined that it is 
necessary to continue the national 
emergency with respect to North 
Korea. 

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, June 21, 2017. 
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